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Priest in Charge Vacancy at present 



Politically Correct Santa 

Twas the night before Christmas and Santa’s a wreck 
How to live in a world that’s politically correct? 
His workers would no longer answer to Elves 

Vertically challenged they were calling themselves  
 

And labour conditions at the North Pole 
Were alleged by the Union to stifle the soul 

Four reindeer had vanished  without much propriety, 
Released to the wilds by the Humane Society 

And equal employment had made it quite clear 
That Santa had better not use just any reindeer, 

 So Dancer and  Donna. Comet and Cupid, 
Were replaced with 4 pigs and you know that looked stupid! 

 

And to show you the strangeness of life’s ebbs and flows 
Rudolph was suing over unauthorised use of his nose 

And had gone in front of the nation’ 
Demanding millions in over due compensation.  

 

And as for the girls, why he’d never had a notion 
That making a choice could cause such a commotion. 

Nothing that might be construed to pollute 
Nothing that claimed to be gender specific# 

Nothing that’s war-like or non pacific 
No candy or sweets, they were bad for the tooth. 

 

No baseball, no football someone could get hurt,  
besides, playing sports exposed kids to dirt. 

Dolls were said to be sexist and should be passe 
And Nintendo would rot your brain away. 

So Santa just stood there, dishevelled, perplexed, 
He just could not figure out what to do next 

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay, 
But you’ve got to be careful with that word today. 

 
Something special was needed, a gift that he might 

give to all without angering the left or the right 
So here is the gift, it’s price without worth 

May you and your loved ones enjoy peace on earth. 
 

uuuuuuuuuuuuuu 

 

The Dean has asked that this be put into the next newsletter 
 

“The Two Vestries of All Saints Challoch and St Margarets New     
Galloway have been working with Bishop Kevin to discern the   future 
of ministry of our two Charges. We have considered the  spiritual and 
financial dimensions of our lives in seeking the next steps for our  
public ministry and care of our members. On Saturday 27 November 
the vestries will be seeking financial support from the Diocesan  
Council for a 3-5year Priest-in-Charge post, for a shared priest be-
tween the two Charges. This is a big financial commitment for the 
wider diocese as we seek support to have a priest for our two Charges. 
This post will, if approved, offer us a three year period to establish 
what a future pattern of ministry and outreach will look like in     
Challoch and New Galloway, and if it is considered to be working 
successfully will be extended to 5years. Please pray for the Vestry 
members and the Diocesan Council as it deliberates in discerning   
if this is the way that God is calling us to.” 
 

Gerry Ewan 



Under the Galloway Hills musical afternoon (in aid of Food 
Train) 

  

St. Cecilia, patron saint of music, in whose honour this concert was 
held, was certainly smiling 
down on us for this event 
when around twenty talented 
(mostly) local musicians enter-
tained a fully packed church 
on Saturday, November 20th. 
 The performances included 
Catherine Demetriadi on vio-
lin; Dianne Stafford on Celtic 
Harp; the Newton Stewart La-
dies Choir; Pastime with Good 
Company Recorder Group; 
Shannon Perry on flute; and 
Christine Montgomery on flute 
accompanied by Susan Smyth 
on piano.  Gerry Ewan’s son, 
Dan Leighton performed a tra-
ditional mix of traditional 
songs on guitar and got everyone on their feet singing along with 
gusto to an Australian sea shanty. The Ashokan Farewell by Cathe-
rine provided a haunting finale to the occasion. As a result, we were 

delighted to be able to donate 
over £650 to Dumfries and Gallo-
way Food Train  which helps vul-
nerable people locally with shop-
ping, befriending and jobs 
around the home amongst other 
things.   
                          

The Church Gate on Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ladies making beautiful display 



Haiku for an Advent Calendar 
Richard Bauckham 
Day 1 – Genesis 
After paradise  
not even Lot’s wife looks back. 
Memory turns round. 
 
Day 2 – Exodus 
The bones of Joseph 
in their gilt sarcophagus 
travel night and day 
 
Day 3 – Leviticus 
If she is too poor 
to afford a sheep, she may 
offer two pigeons. 
 
Day 4 – Numbers 
Dawn in my distance, 
the wise watchers will see him, 
star of their searching. 
 
Day 5 – Deuteronomy 
Moses from Pisgah 
overviews all. It is not 
space but time he lacks. 
 
Day 6 – Joshua 
Going over Jordan 
Joshua above all sees 
that the ark goes first. 
 
Day 7 – Judges 
Said the trees to the 
bramble, ‘Come, be our ruler!’ 
‘Wait!’ said the mustard. 
 
Day 8 – Samuel 
Hannah, drunk as an 
apostle at Pentecost, 
magnifies the Lord. 

Day 9 – Kings 
She came with riddles. 
His more than answers more than 
took her breath away 
 
Day 10 – Isaiah 
In the wilderness 
a voice cries for centuries 
seeking an echo. 
 
Day 11 – Jeremiah 
Rachel refuses 
to be comforted – even 
when we turn the page. 
 
Day 12 – Ezekiel 
In the end it is 
all in the name of the day: 
The Lord is there. 
 
Day 13 – The Twelve Prophets  
Then, as before, will 
Bethlehem bear the shepherd 
of the scattered sheep. 
 
Day 14 – Psalms 
If there were glory 
only, praise like the last psalms, 
would that be the end? 
 
Day 15 – Proverbs 
Too clever by half 
are the foolish. The wise know 
the folly of God 
 
Day 16 – Job 
God answered Job but 
not his question. Maybe he 
will do that again. 

Day 17 –Song of Solomon 

 

gggggggggg      
 

I  would like to thank all those who contribute to the magazine 
during the pandemic distribution method had to be changed.  
Where possible it has been emailed to members Other copies have 
been posted. Sadly we have lost  3 of the volunteers who distribut-
ed the magazines and a few subscribers. So with the New Year 
maybe it is time to take stock of how we go forward.                          

 

2022 is looking exciting for us. 
The hope of having a shared priest is exciting for all our members 
and will be good news for Stephen who has worked so hard for us,  
supporting members  in need often unseen  supporting us despite   
being ill, and we owe him a great deal. 
The newsletter belongs to us all and contributions to it are welcome  
so please do not be afraid to send in suitable articles.  
Articles can be emailed to sandraturner774@gmail.com 
Posted to Margaret Turner 27 Kings  Road, Whithorn DG8 8PP  

Yes, he will haste like 
a gazelle. Nothing is more 
impatient than love. 
 
Day 18 – Ruth 
Tough old Naomi 
bounces a child on her knee – 
her wild hope come home. 
 
Day 19 – Lamentations 
Jerusalem hurls 
her desperate hopes against 
God’s forgetfulness. 
 
Day 20 – Ecclesiastes 
Whatever God does 
and whoever else may be 
who knows? The wise wait. 
 

Day 21 – Esther 
Probability 
counts for nothing when Esther’s 
G-d is in the plot. 
 
Day 22 – Daniel 
Nebuchadnezzar 
dreams of the doom of despots 
and the wide world wakes. 
 
Day 23 – Ezra-Nehemiah 
After the exile 
returnees did not look back 
more than could be helped 
 
Day 24 – Chronicles 
Adam, Seth, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, David, 
Zerubbabel 



from the Lay Rep 

I am delighted to tell you that on Saturday 27 November, the Dioce-
san Council agreed to financially support ourselves and Saint Mar-
garet's towards the cost of a stipend for a new priest and that an ad-
vertisement will be drawn up in the next few weeks to attract the 
right candidate. The Dean asks us to include such a hopeful out-
come in our prayers. 
 
On the following day, we were pleased to see the Dean in person! 
He celebrated the Eucharist for the first Sunday of Advent and 
chaired our AGM afterwards. As usual, a new Vestry was elected. 
 
 This comprises: 
Lay Rep: Gerry Ewan  
Alternate Lay Rep: Rosemary Green   
Honorary Secretary: Jenni Gray 
Honorary Treasurer: Mike Clayton 
People's Warden: Joan Clayton  
Vestry Members: 
Lesley Miller 
Catherine Demetriadi 
Kathryn Ambler 
Lynne Wright 
 
The new year looks to be exciting. The focus must be on appointing 
a new priest but plans are already in place for more social events 
and firmer links with the local community. 

You will find details of services for Christmas in this newsletter but 
the Vestry takes this opportunity of wishing you all a very happy 
and holy Christmas. 

Gerry Ewan  

Date Time Service 

Sunday 5th December 
Advent 2 

10.30am Eucharist led by 

Revd John Martin 

Sunday 12th December 
Advent  3 

10.30am Reserved Sacrament 

Led by Anne 

Wednesday 
15th December 

10.30am 1970 Liturgy 

Led by Rosemary 

Sunday 19th December 
Advent 4 

10.30am Nine Lessons and 

Carols Gerry 

Friday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

11.30pm Reserved Sacrament  

Led by Gerry 

Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

10.30am Reserved Sacrament 

Sunday 26th December 
St Stephens Day 
Main Christmas Service 

10.30am Eucharist led by 

Revd Stephen Hazlett 

Sunday 2nd January 10.30am To be arranged 

Sunday 9th January 10.30am To be arranged 

Services at Challoch 

December/January 2021/22 

Sunday 16th January 10.30am To be arranged 

Sunday 23rd January 10.30am To be arranged 

Sunday 30th January 10.30am To be arranged 



 GERRY GREEN 

Gerry had been one of the Challoch family for a  long time. 
She took the Sunday School,  she was part of the flower group,  she 
made marmalade and shortbread (the very best shortbread)  the 
recipe is at the bottom of the page. 
She attended all the Fellowship meetings and outings. Julie, Joan, 
Rosemary and I have all been out and about with her. 
I have known Gerry and her family for over 30 years. She was al-
ways well turner out and full of fun, helping other people right to 
the end,      when she filled 2 shoeboxes this year for Blythswood. 
A good Christian woman, wife and mother who will be greatly 
missed                                                                                     Anne Yate 
Recipe for shortbread.   
   

6 ozs plain flour, 2ozs, caster sugar, 2ozs cornflour, 5ozs butter. 
Blend gently together baked in the oven at 160 degrees for 15-20 
mins.  

cccccccccccc 
  

Christmas Tree Festival        

 

We have accepted an invitation to take part in Penninghame St. 
John's Church’s annual Christmas 
Tree Festival and our submission 
will be on a ‘green’ theme – meaning 
the decorations will be home-made 
or natural. The opening service will 
be on Thursday, 2nd December at 
6.30pm when Creetown Silver Band 
will be playing, so do go along if you 
can and see ours along with those of 
all the other organisations who are 
taking part. If you can’t make  that 
date, the church will be open every 
Saturday and Sunday after that until 
Christmas. 
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