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Doors (well and truly!) Open 2021 
  
After weeks of preparation and the 
concerted efforts of volunteers, we 
waited with baited breath to see how 
well our first Doors Open event for 
some years would go.   Banners, 
bunting and balloons flapped their  
invitations, white and yellow floral   
arrangements filled the church, cakes 
were baked, our new tent was     
christened, parish registers were open 
for inspection, wedding dresses were 
re-living their moments of glory, while 
a tempting array of plants and           
produce were looking for new homes.   

                 
            
 
We were not disappointed – a steady 
stream of nearly 80 visitors came 
through the doors over the weekend, 
some from nearby who had always 

looked and wondered what the 
church was like, as well as some 
from further afield and most were 
very impressed with both the 
church and the displays.  
A self-guided tour highlighted some     
historical features and assets   
 

including the stained glass windows and the vestments (chasubles).  
The wedding dresses on display 
loaned by Rosemary, Jackie, Cathe-
rine, Lesley and Lynne, had some in-
teresting stories to tell as well and, 
were complemented by a beautiful 
bridal cascade made by Sue Hearn.   
Catherine Demetriadi, accompanied by 
Chris Job on piano, treated visitors to a 
lovely informal violin performance on 
Saturday, and everyone, it seemed, 
enjoyed the tea and cake.  Rosemary 
had put together a brain teaser in her 
Spot the Bride competition where folk 
were asked to ‘marry’ up the brides in 
the wedding photos with the current 
owner. 

 
There was great interest 
in the fascinating parish 
registers of     baptisms, 
marriages, funerals and 
services -  including an 
entry   dating way back 
to 4

th
 February 1873 

when the first marriage 
was recorded  between 
Alexander Dunlop and 
Charlotte Cooper.    

 
 
The altar frontal was made 
from the 1875 wedding dress, 
belonging to   
Lady Emily Octavia Stewart, 
daughter of the 9th Earl of Gal-
loway, Randolph Stewart, who 
had close links with the church.  
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We were so lucky with those who helped set up and dismantle,   
donated their goods and/or time for the event.  A total of £484 was 
raised over the two days, we acquired an almost new tent from    
Berkeley and Philippa Stewart;;                                                         

we had a donation of £300 from Nancy Champion;  
and Sue Hearn’s plant and produce stall added a   welcome        
dimension and generated a lot of interest.   
 
Bridgend Pantry also donated a whopper cake, which was raffled 
off with a Pink Tuscan china 1930s vintage tea set. 
  
We are hoping to make this an annual event – themes change    
annually so we can approach it with a fresh pair of eyes.  It would 
be useful to get your feedback on the event if you attended or have 
any ideas.   
  
I hope I can speak for everyone when I say we had a lot of 
fun.  Apart from the funds raised, the event has raised awareness of 
All Saints and we are hoping to build on this in the future.  It would 
literally be the icing on the cake, if we were to attract new members 
and even a wedding or two (our last was in 2015).  

There is no catch in this - they offer this service in the hope that you 
may wish to donate something to the respective charity in your will.  
  
Whichever solicitor you decide to use, It would be very much appre-
ciated if, when you do draft your will, you might consider making a 
gift to All Saints Church so that it can be used to help us continue 
our services, and to maintain the building in the future.  If you wish 
to know more about leaving a legacy to All Saints, please contact 
Michael Clayton on  michaeljclayton7@gmail.com  

Use of the church buildings 
  
Aside from planning our own events to maximise the use of the 
church and raise funds, it would be beneficial to open up the church 
to the local community.  So if you know any groups who are looking 
for a venue, or you have an idea yourselves for an activity which 
would be suitable, please get in touch with the Vestry. 
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Graveyard project 
 
All Saints cemetery has 
quite a few Common-
wealth War Graves from 
both World Wars, as well 
as graves of many of the 
Earls of Galloway and of 
course many local families 
from the area. 
Family historians find this 
information very interest-
ing, and at some stages of 
our lives, many of us want 
to look into our ances-
tors..    
With this in mind, we’re 
trying to start a transcrip-
tion project to     catalogue 
and record the grave-
stones we have; and any 
stories  relating to the peo-
ple buried. 
  
It is quite an undertaking 
(no pun intended), so we are looking for people who might wish to 
be involved going forward.  Please     contact Lesley Miller if you 
want to contribute as a one-off story about a relative/friend, or 
would like to take part. 
  
Will you, won’t you? 
  
Many of us put off writing our wills, or even forget they need updat-
ing from time to time as circumstances change.  Quite a number of 
charities nowadays are offering to update, or even draft a will from 
scratch, using their appointed legal solicitors, including:- 
  
British Red Cross: https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/donate/
ways-you-can-give/leave-a-gift-in-your-will/free-will-offer 

Age Scotland: Contact Age Scotland on 0333 323 2400 (Monday to Fri-
day 9am – 5pm) or using the form at  
www.age.scot/FreeWillService 
Guide Dogs for the Blind: https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/free-wills-
month/ 

Lifeboats:  https://rnli.org/ 

MacMillan Cancer Research: https://www.macmillan.org.uk/about-

us/what-we-do Tel: 0300 1000 200 

 

 

St. Cecilia’s Afternoon Tea Concert 
  
St Cecilia is the patron saint of music, and musicians and her day is 
22

nd
 November.          

Coincidentally, November is also the month when 150 years ago, 
our church’s  foundation stone was laid.  
  
We thought it would be a good idea to hold an afternoon concert to    
coincide on Saturday 20

th
 November.  

 
We’re pleased to announce that Catherine Demetriadi has once 
again agreed to play, as well as singers from Newton Stewart   
Singers, plus     
possibly a recorder 
group and a  
performance by 
Gerry’s son Dan. 
Plans are still being 
finalised but will  
include the  
obligatory afternoon 
refreshments  
details to follow  
 
but Save the Date 
in your diaries!   

https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/donate/ways-you-can-give/leave-a-gift-in-your-will/free-will-offer
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/donate/ways-you-can-give/leave-a-gift-in-your-will/free-will-offer
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/free-wills-month/
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/free-wills-month/
https://rnli.org/
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do


AN EVOLVING CHURCH 
I wondered what to call this report and then I thought 'evolution' - 
yes, that is what we are experiencing at the moment: we are mem-
bers of a wider church community that has been forced, through the 
circumstances of the last two years, to evaluate our understanding 
of what it means to be a member of a church - how do we look out 
for each other? How can we be good friends and neighbours when 
it has been so difficult to have contact? How are our services pre-
sented? And I thought that perhaps one of the most positive things 
to come out of these past trying months has been that for many of 
us it has been a time for reflection, and we've been harshly jolted 
out of what can sometimes seem a routine of 'going to church on a 
Sunday'. 
We have been given an excellent lead and example in what to do 
and how to do it by Bishop Kevin, who seems to have come along 
just when he was needed, pushing us into using what he calls the 
'new normal' - that is, the use of virtual technology and real-time 
presence in order to continue our lives as members of a vibrant, liv-
ing Church.  
When I sat down to write this, I looked at the minutes from the Re-
gional Council Meeting held in May of this year, where the use of 
technology in church was discussed in depth. The summary was 
this:  
 technology was a gift which needed to be used wisely 
 technology should help not rule 
 what had been a necessity had opened peoples’ eyes to what 

was possible 
Then, at the RCM held at Lockerbie in August, we saw how  Bishop 
Kevin's vision is being brought into reality, when the Rev'd Paul 
Singh, Lockerbie and Moffat's rector, showed us how he makes use 
of technology to widen access to his churches' services. He  ex-
plained that during lockdown the church had been determined to 
continue worship and mission and that the need to 'widen the walls 
of the church' had led to the development of their online service.  
This is now happening throughout the Anglican Church and it is a 
very exciting prospect, to think and dream that, with the right tech-
nology, we can make our services available instantly throughout the 
world. As a small example, on 26 September, I was at the Sunday 
service at St Annes Episcopal Church in Dunbar and sat behind 
their techie - who must have been all of fourteen years old - as he 

not only recorded the service but transmitted it via Zoom to all who 
had logged in to worship in real time with us. 
 
We can do the same! I am delighted to report that our application 
for the Province's Recovery and Renewal Grant has been accepted 
and we now are waiting to see whether we have been successful in 
obtaining a grant to buy equipment that will enable us to record and 
transmit services and, in fact, any other activities that are held at 
Challoch. I will let you know when we have a result. 
Other news: our Doors Open weekend, with its theme of 
'Weddings', which was held during the first weekend of September, 
was lovely. Congratulations and thanks are due to Lesley Miller for 
the huge amount of work she put into its planning and delivery, and 
to everyone who made the church look so beautiful. The flowers 
were breathtaking and the centre piece, the wedding bouquet made 
by Sue Hearn, was amazing. And thank you, everyone who loaned 
their beautiful wedding gowns.  
 
Congratulations are in order to Stephen, our interim priest, who has 
been appointed as a Canon of the Church and who is now the Revd 
Canon Stephen Hazlett. At the RCM, Stephen thanked everyone for 
their good wishes. He saw his role as a Canon to be on behalf of 
the region of Galloway and hoped to ensure that the needs of our 
part of the Diocese are not overlooked.  

 

Lastly, a date for your diaries: we are 
having a concert for the Feast of Saint 
Cecelia, the Patron Saint of Music. Her 
feast day is 22 November and we are 
planning to hold a 'tea-time' concert on 
Saturday 20 November, so we will be 
begging for sandwich and cake        
contributions at that time. You showed 
your culinary skills at Doors Open, so 
we'll be asking for more of the same, 
please! 

 

             with best wishes, Gerry Ewan 



 
 

Just think, 

you are not here by chance 

but by God's choosing. 

His hand formed you 

and made you the person you are. 

He compares you to no one else,  

you are one of a kind. 

You lack nothing that His grace can't give you. 

You lack nothing that His grace can't give you. 

He has allowed you to be here 

at this time in history 

to fulfil His special purpose 

for this generation. 

                                                                                      Roy Lessin      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Services to be held at Challoch  

unless stated 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 3rd October 
Trinity 18 

10.30a
m  

Reserved Sacrament 
Led by Margaret 

Sunday 10th October 
Trinity 19 

10.30a
m 

Eucharist led by 
Robin Whitehead 

Sunday 17th October 
Trinity 20 

10.30a
m  

Reserved Sacrament 
Led by Anne 

Wednesday 20th October 
Kept as St Luke 

10.30a
m  

1970 Liturgy 
Led by Rosemary 

Sunday 24th October 
Trinity 21 

10.30a
m  

Eucharist led by  
John McHale 

Sunday 31st October 
Kept as All Saints and 
All Souls 

10.30a
m  

Holy Communion 
Reserved Sacrament 
Led by Gerry 

Sunday 7th November 10.30a
m 

To be arranged 

Sunday 14th November 
Remembrance Sunday 

10.30a
m 

To be arranged 

Wednesday 17th Novem-
ber 

10.30a
m 

To be arranged 

Sunday 21st November 10.30a
m 

To be arranged 

Sunday 28th November 10.30a
m 

To be arranged 

   

 

 

 

 

        Congratulations to 

  Margaret & David Turner 

       As they celebrate their 

   Golden Wedding Anniversary 

                          On 

                  9th October 


