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Life in lockdown - again 
 
What a time we live in. Last year, we endured months of lockdown 
and then were delighted to see each other again and to be able, with 
restrictions, to worship together - and now we are once more in lock-
down, living in this strange 'virtual' world, where our only contact is 
by telephone or the internet and services are streamed online. 
But we should never lose heart or hope. We know it will pass and we 
will once again see our friends and worship in our lovely church. 
Some of us have already had the first dose of the vaccine and, as more 
people become immune, we will see the end of this terrible pandemic.  
It's a time for patience and, above all, of trust in a God who is our Fa-
ther and who does love us and care for us - who will never leave us, 
whatever happens.  
In times of hardship, I remember the beautiful hymn written by 
Charles Wesley when he was in fear of losing his life. I find the words 
very comforting:      
 

1. Jesu, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 

Till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
O receive my soul at last. 

 
2. Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on thee is stayed, 
All my help from thee I bring; 

Cover my defenceless head 
With the shadow of thy wing. 

3.Thou, O Christ, art all I want, 
More than all in thee I find; 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 
4. Plenteous grace with thee is found, 

Grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound, 
Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 
Freely let me take of thee; 

Spring thou up within my heart; 
Rise to all eternity. 

 
Please be aware that if there is any way that you think you need help, 
even if only to have someone to chat with, do contact a member of the 
Vestry. And Revd. Stephen Hazlett wants it to be known that he is al-
ways available for any pastoral support that you feel in need of. His 
contact details are: tel: 01557 620132, mobile: 07800 231360, email: ste-
phen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk 
 
with best wishes, 
Gerry Ewan (Lay Rep) 

    

We have a list of members who have email access and it is hoped that 
we can send both  the newsletter and the pew sheets to you by email, 
This has 2 advantages one it cuts down on paper we are using which 
is good for the environment plus copies can be stored on your device 

and could be easily accessible  should you wish to refer to them. If 
you wish to receive information by email please contact  
Margaret Turner Email:  sandraturner4474@gmail.com   



27th February: George Herbert, vicar and poet On this day the Church 
Calendar celebrates George Herbert. For those who are muttering 
‘never heard of him’, just think of the hymn ‘Let all the world In every 
corner sing’, which he wrote, along with several other hymns which 
are still popular, even if they are well over 300 years old. In the course 
of his short life he was a graduate of Cambridge University, a fa-
voured politician of King James, a distinguished poet of the so-called 
‘metaphysical’ school, and a much-loved parish priest at Bemerton, in 
Wiltshire. He was born in Wales but grew up in a wealthy family in 
England. As a student he felt called to ordination, but when he had 
graduated, he was drawn instead into the government of the time. As 
a protégé of King James (yes, the one of the ‘King James Bible’) he 
could have pursued a career in government, but that youthful call per-
sisted and after a while he turned instead to the ministry of the 
Church of England. It was an era when many clergy were absentee in-
cumbents, paying someone else to do the parish work while they lived 
elsewhere, but Herbert set himself to be a true parish priest, noted for 
his pastoral care and practical support of his parishioners. The whole 
of his ministry was fulfilled in that one parish, until he died at 39 from 
what we would now call tuberculosis. It is of course his hymns for 
which he is chiefly remembered today, though his Collected Poems 
are also regarded as jewels of English poetry. 
 

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake day!) What does shove mean? Shrove is the 
past tense of the word shrive, which means topresent oneself to a 
priest for confession, penance, and absolution. Since Shrove Tuesday 
is the day before people aim to find penance by fasting for Lent, this is 
where the day got its name. Pancakes were one way to use up ingredi-
ents that would not be eaten when fasting during Lent. Ed: I cannot 
vouch for the authenticity of the following story.Three men were in a 
pub talking about their children. 'My son was born on St George's 
Day,' remarked the first man, 'So we obviously decided to call him 
George.' 'That's a real coincidence', observed the second man, ‘My son 
was born on Valentine's Day, so we decided to call him Valentine.' 
'That's really incredible', said the third man, 'Exactly the same thing 
happened with my son Pancake’ 

 

             

 

 Lady Granchester remembered in our years mind recently was the 
wife of peer 2nd Baron Granchester and one of the richest women in 
UK.  
She was the daughter of John Moores - pools and Everton FC and 
worked for the company for a while, reviving its fortunes and selling 
out very profitably.  
She was educated at Newnham Cambridge and had a life long interest 
in female education.  
She was a church going Christian all her life and very involved in    
numerous philanthropic activities.  
She had a lifelong  interest in the Galloway Hills and enjoyed the out-
doors and freedom of the Galloway Hills. She had a home at 
GlenTtrool Lodge from where she was able to enjoy the hills. 
Mountains make you feel better 

hhhhhhhhhhh                                                                                                                                
 
Mountains make 
you feel better         
The natural         
environment can 
make a real         
impact on your 
mood.             
Mountains can 
leave you feeling 
more optimistic, 
while the ocean 
can help boost 
your  inspiration. 
A recent study at 
Goldsmiths University of London found 
that water is most   effective at increasing positive emotions, such as 
happiness and inspiration. Woodlands can help you forget your    
worries, and fields and meadows can enhance your energy levels. 

The Galloway Hills 



                               N0 SERVICES AT CHALLOCH  
                                  OR WHITHORN at present 

 

Please be aware everyone of my continued pastoral care--- either 
by phone    ( confidentially) or by actual visit if someone is very ill
---Stephen Hazlett 

Services are suspended at present but we hope that with the vaccine 
being rolled out now we may be able to meet again in the near future. 

In the meantime the pew sheet together with the relevant readings are 
published each week on our website.  

Date Time Service 

Sunday 7th February   

Sunday 14th February   

Wednesday 17th February 

Ash Wednesday 

  

Sunday 21st February   

Sunday 28th February   

Sunday 7th March   

Sunday 14th March   

Sunday 21st March   

Sunday 28th March   

   

   

                                                    Candlemas. 
 

Candlemas is a church festival celebrated on   
February 2nd. It is so called because all candles 
that were going to be used in church for the  
following year were blessed. 
Candlemas was when Jesus was presented to the 
Temple as a baby and also the purification of 
Mary. This was a Jewish law for both to be  
purified 40 days after the birth. 
To celebrate Candlemas, all candles in the house 
should be lit. It is seen as the last feast of the 
Christmas cycle. 
“They came, as called, according to the Law. 
Though they were poor and had to keep things simple… 
… for God was coming with them to his temple.” 
(Taken from Candlemas in Sounding the Seasons by Malcolm Guite). 
                                                                               Joan Clayton 
 
A lesson learned from a fellow creature. 
 
Sitting in the bath one evening I became aware of a tiny spider at-
tempting to climb the wet and slippery side just above the water line. 
An awe-inspiring challenge for such a small creature, a real Everest 
experience. But it kept slipping to within millimetres of the water. So I 
placed a finger immediately below so that as the spider achieved a lit-
tle height, I would be there to prevent it falling into the hot 
water. 
I did this for several minutes. Each time the spider climbed, 
inevitably it slipped, but not far and so slowly the top of the 
bath was reached. I was quite relieved as it nonchalantly 
walked away.  
My life is just like that. I climb along my spiritual path, I fall because 
I’m human and sinful but the Lord is there to prevent me falling far 
and to help me up again. 


