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Alastair Barnett 1943-2020 

 

Alastair, born in Glasgow January 4th 1943,  will be remembered as an 
unusual delightful person.  He was incredibly active, keeping himself 
very fit and was unfailingly generous with financial support to many 
local organisations, such as the Pageant, the Newton Stewart Operatic 
Society, the R.N.L.I. and supporting the Newton Stewart Museum as a 
regular helper.  He was a member of the British Red Cross Society, 
helping in many activities there.  He had a 
fine tenor voice singing in many different 
choirs.  Twice weekly he would travel to 
Ravenstone Stables where his horse,  
Lottie, was in livery. 
Alastair had a great sense of adventure 
and much of his year was spent travelling 
to all parts of the world on cruise ships, 
remaining on board for months at a time, but he also travelled on his 
own to faraway places making his own arrangements. 
 
People would often recall his famous mother, the beautiful, percep-
tive, gifted Isobel Barnett, becoming a renowned TV personality, but 
he also said that he had a wonderful father too, Geoffrey Barnett being 
knighted for the massive sum of money he raised when so much of the 
coast of Norfolk was swept away causing such devastation in the Big 
Flood of 1953. 

Alastair will always be remembered as a practicing Christian gentle-
man, living his life to the full, with a curtesy and manners of a differ-
ent age.  He never spared himself and he had a saying “There are nev-
er enough hours in the day for all I want to do”.   

He will be greatly missed. 

Nancy Champion 
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CREATION  

 

Spirit of God, on the waste and the darkness 

hov'ring in power as creation began, 

drawing forth beauty from clay and from chaos, 

breathing God's life in the nostrils of man. 

Come and sow life in the waste of our being, 

pray in us, form us as sons in your Son, 

Open our hearts to Yourself, mighty Spirit, 

bear us to life in the Three who are One. 

 

                                                            from the Stanbrook Abbey Hymnal 
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                                    Queens of Waysides and Meadows 
 
In May and early summer our country roadsides and field edges are 
lined with a froth of the delicate white blossom of Anthriscus sylvestris 
a member of the carrot family or Umbelliferae, arguably one of the most 
important flowers of our spring landscape. Because it is so common it 
has many names, among them Queen Anne's lace, cow parsley, rabbit 
meat, mother die, kex, keck or kecksie and stepmother. Queen Anne's 
lace is said to derive from the asthmat-
ic Queen Anne's habit of taking coun-
try air in Kensington, which was said 
to be decked with lace for her. Richard 
Mabey in Flora Britannica considers 
this a contrived explanation and 
thinks the name drives from North 
America where the plant is widely 
naturalised and names sanitised. Cow 
parsley, the most common name sug-
gests that it is an inferior version of 
culinary parsley. Kex, keckor kecksie is used of several related umbel-
lifers including hogweed and hemlock, particularly of their dried 
stalks; its origin is unknown. Mother die has more sinister origins, re-

ferring either to the very poisonous 
nature of similar and closely related 
species- very Midsummer Murders- or 
to its scent which is both sweet and 
has hints of rotten flesh. Properly 
identified young leaves of cow parsley 
can  make a fresh and aromatic addi-
tion to salads and omelettes. Also 
properly identified, cow parsley is 
much enjoyed by pet rabbits, hence 

the name rabbit meat. I remember collecting bundles of leaves on the 
way home from school for my rabbit.  A closer look at the flowers 
shows that it is not only decorative en masse but also in its own right 
and it is now much appreciated as a cut flower, especially for spring 
weddings in country churches where it lasts well. 
                                                                                              Rosemary Green 
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BUSINESS as USUAL  
 

Although worship services are temporarily sus-
pended and the church building is regrettably no 
longer open , we PRAY ON !  

Rev. Stephen Hazlett ( Interim Priest) is available 
for all pastoral needs and prayer requests on 01557 
620132 / 07900231360 

stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk                                                                                        
He will also visit emergency situations.     

 

hhhhhhhhhh     

 

Going to church: It seems we might be allowed to go into church on 
our own for private prayer in the near future. If anyone who would 
like to do so and who does not have a key please phone any of the 
Vestry who will be able to tell you how to access one..  

Meanwhile many thanks to Gerry who is making it easy for us to   
connect in worship online. It is also very encouraging to know how 
we are all trying to keep in touch by email or phone call and even the 
odd socially  distanced visit. Until we all meet again in person,  

                                                                                     Keep safe    Veronica  
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Dear Friends 
 
Thank you so much for all the support you have given to the Machars 
Churches Basics Bank in the past, which has been so very much appre-
ciated. In the past few weeks, the food bank has experienced a signifi-
cant increase in requests for food aid. At the same time, we have seen 
our food donations fall substantially as some of the traditional dona-
tion points, i e: churches, have no longer been available.  
 

However, we have been greatly blessed by people donating financial-
ly to our cause as an alternative to food. This has been such a tremen-
dous help to us and has enabled us to carry on supporting the grow-
ing number of needy people in our area. 
 

We have also been assisted by several new volunteers who have 
worked tirelessly to ensure the food aid quickly gets to those who 
need it. 
 

Last month we distributed 597 bags of food to 127 adults and 32 chil-
dren. This is an increase year on year of a staggering 89%. This month 
we will probably distribute a similar amount based on the current 
trend. So, as you can imagine your ongoing support is so important to 
us. 
 

Our current food donation points are:      

 

Newton Stewart: Sainsbury, Co-op, Key Store and the Resillience Hub 
at McMillan Hall 

Wigtown: The Manse and the Craft Hotel 

We can also arrange to pick food up if you require. Just call 
07884370419 

If you would like to donate financially, you can do this by: 

1. Sending cheques made payable to Machars Churches Basics Food 
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5 Maxwell Drive,, Newton Stewart DG8 6EL (please include address 
so thank you letter can be sent) 
Paying direct in to the Machars Churches Basics Food Bank,  
sort code:80-22-60 Acc.no. 19264668 
Or if you would like to set up a direct debit please call 07884370419 
and I will send you the relevant documentation. 

Once again thank you so much for your continuing support. I cannot 
tell you how very much this is appreciated by the recipients of the 
food we distribute. 

Keep safe and well. 

God bless, 

Marlane Cash, Co-ordinator, Machars Churches Basics Food Bank 
 

mmmmmmmmmm 
 

Our New Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop-Elect – the Rt Rev Kevin Pearson  

(to be enthroned on 4th July 2020 at St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow)  
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Who’s Who at Challoch 

INTERIM PRIEST:  Revd Stephen Hazlett  tel. 01557620132 

Mobile 07900231360 Email: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk 

Lay Representative Veronica Almgill 

Alt, Lay Representative Kathryn Ambler 

People’s Warden Gill Gibson 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Veronica Almgill 

Worship Leader Liz Barfoot 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Gerry Ewan 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Jenni Gray 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic  

Assistant/Sacristan 

Rosemary Green 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Margaret Turner 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Anne Yate 

Eucharistic Assistant Janet Hughes 

Sacristan/ Vestry Member Brenda Brookes 

Sacristan Julie Obey 

Treasurer Paul Ewan 

Vestry Secretary Jenni Gray 

Gift Aid Secretary Jackie Shuttleworth 

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Anne Yate 

Cleaning Coordinator/Vestry Member Lynne Wright 

Flower Organiser Anne Yate 


