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Saint of the month Sf Joseph March 19th 

The gospel of Mark makes no reference to Joseph. The first appearance 

of Joseph is in the gospels of Mathew and Luke. Each contains 

a genealogy of Jesus showing ancestry from King David, but through 

different sons; Matthew follows the major royal line from Solomon, 

while Luke traces another line back to Nathan, another son of David 

and Bathsheba. Consequently, all the names between David and Jo-

seph are different. Some scholars, reconcile the genealogies by view-

ing the Solomonic lineage in Matthew as Joseph's major royal line, and 

the Nathanic lineage in Luke to be Mary's minor line.  

The epistles of Paul are generally regarded as the oldest extant Chris-

tian writings. These mention Jesus' mother (without naming her), but 

do not refer to his father. The Book of Mark, believed to be the first 

gospel to be written and with a date about two decades after Paul, also 

does not mention Jesus' father. Joseph first appears in the Gospels of 

Matthew and Luke, both dating from around 80–90 AD. The issue of 

reconciling the two accounts has been the subject of debate. 

Like the two differing genealogies, the infancy narratives appear only 

in Matthew and Luke and take different approaches to reconciling the 

requirement that the Messiah be born in Bethlehem with the tradition 

that Jesus in fact came from Nazareth. In Matthew, Joseph obeys the 

direction of an angel to marry Mary. Following the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem, Joseph is told by an angel in a dream to take the family to 

Egypt to escape the massacre of the children of Bethlehem planned by 

Herod. Once Herod has died, an angel tells Joseph to return, but to 

avoid Herod's son he takes his wife and the child to Nazareth in Gali-

lee and settles there. Thus in Matthew, the infant Jesus, like Moses, is 

in peril from a cruel king, like Moses he has a (fore)father named Jo-

seph who goes down to Egypt, like the Old Testament Joseph this Jo-

seph has a father named Jacob, and both Josephs receive important 

dreams foretelling their future 

In the Gospel book of Luke, Joseph already lives in Nazareth, and Je-

sus is born in Bethlehem because Joseph and Mary have to travel there 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathan_(son_of_David)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathsheba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistles_of_Paul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazareth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_into_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_into_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massacre_of_the_Innocents


to be counted in a census. Subsequently, Jesus was born there. Luke's 

account makes no mention of him being visited by angels (Mary and 

various others instead receive similar apparitions), the Massacre of the 

Innocents, or of a visit to Egypt. 

The last time Joseph appears in person in any Gospel book is in the 

story of the Passover visit to the Temple in Jerusalem when Jesus is 12 

years old, found only in Luke. No mention is made of him thereaf-

ter The story emphasizes Jesus' awareness of his coming mission: here 

Jesus speaks to his parents (both of them) of "my father," meaning 

God, but they fail to understand 

Christian tradition represents Mary as a widow during the adult min-

istry of her son. Joseph is not mentioned as being present at 

the Wedding at Cana at the beginning of Jesus' mission, nor at 

the Passion at the end. If he had been present at the Crucifixion, he 

would under Jewish custom have been expected to take charge of Je-

sus' body, but this role is instead performed by Joseph of Arimathea. 

Nor would Jesus have entrusted his mother to the care of John the 

Apostle if her husband had been alive. While none of the Gospels 

mentions Joseph as present at any event during Jesus' adult ministry, 

the synoptic Gospels share a scene in which the people of Nazareth, 

Jesus' hometown, doubt Jesus' status as a prophet because they know 

his family. In Mark 6:3, they call Jesus "Mary's son" instead of naming 

his father. In Matthew, the townspeople call Jesus "the carpenter's 

son," again without naming his father.  

From the 2nd century to the 5th writers tried to explain how Jesus 

could be simultaneously the "son of God" and the "son of Joseph". The 

first to offer a solution was the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James, 

written about 150 AD. The original gospels never refer to Joseph's age, 

but the author presents him as an old man chosen by lot (i.e., by God) 

to watch over the Virgin. Jesus' brothers are presented as Joseph's chil-

dren by an earlier marriage, and his years and righteousness explain 

why he has not yet had sex with his wife: "I received her by lot as my 

wife, and she is not yet my wife, but she has conceived by the Holy 

Spirit."  
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

We are starting our preparations for Lent with a special service on 

Wednesday 6th March 

10.30am in Church with a Eucharist including the 

Imposition of Ashes led by Revd Scott McColl          

 

 

LENT GROUP                

Margie is to give four talks during Lent on Women in the  Bible. If there is 

anyone you would particularly like her to talk about please ask her in 

good time so that they can be included.  

Sessions are on: to be held on:-  

Wednesday 13th, 20th, 27th March and 3rd April. 

All sessions starting at 2.00pm. At Margie’s home. 

 

FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS       

February 13th—Lunch at the Harbour Inn Garlieston 12.30pm. A chance to 

have a relaxed meal in good company, if you are intending to go to this 

please let Anne Yate know before as the Harbour will need to have num-

bers going. 

 

March 13th, 20th, 27th—members are invited to join in with the Lent ses-

sions to be held at Margie’s home. These ae stand alone sessions so if you 

are unable to go to all meetings you will not lose the plot. 

 

April 3rd—The final Lent Group at Margie’s home 

 

All these events are open to non members  so why not try  joining us. If 

you are interested please contact Anne Yate who will be able to give fur-

ther details 
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Signs of Spring 

At this time of year ( late January and deep snow) we look eagerly for signs of spring and the 

return of new life.  In recent years our seasons have been changing and things are not as pre-

dictable as when we were children 

The daisy is becoming an all year rounder while the  hazels are one of the earliest trees to 

bloom. Flowers in the gardens are bred to flower early for our pleasure. This year daffodils 

were in bud on New years Day and a couple of weeks later were lying with their faces in the 

snow. 

Of the spring flowering wild flowers the coltsfoot is usually the first to bloom in February, 

with its yellow flowers held up on scaly stems long before its big leaves appear. The butterbur 

is another flower which appears early before its huge leaves emerge.  The spring flowering 

plants have a strategy to exploit available light  and attract any early flying insects to get their 

flowering and seed production over before they are  overwhelmed by shade from trees newly 

in leaf and larger, fast growing plants.   

Thinking of spring we think of bird migration, but migration is a two way process, not only do 

we await the arrival of summer migrants, but we see the winter visitors getting ready to de-

part. The lovely sound of wild swans setting off for the arctic and joyous calling of the geese as 

they go north to breed are signs of spring as surely as the return of the swallows. The winter-

ing thrushes will also be gathering in fidgety flocks before returning to their breeding grounds 

in Scandinavia. The birds which go south for the winter have a hard time getting back past 

deserts and hunters and are returning in smaller numbers. The sand martins are usually the 

first of the swallow family to arrive, followed by house martins and swallows in April. We are 

lucky to  still have plenty of cuckoos  making it back here for the summer. Again they are usu-

ally here by the end of April.  We must not forget the birds which stay here all year round. 

Some like the crossbill and the raven nest very early. The crossbills time their breeding to coin-

cide with the peak nutrition available in the cone crop so they may have babies in their nests 

in the snow. Our other resident birds are already showing courtship behaviour and starting to 

pair up ready for spring. Nothing signifies spring like the skylark singing and flying higher 

and higher on a fine April day.  One of the most obvious signs of spring is the clamour of ac-

tivity at rookeries as the rooks jostle for the best nesting sites in their chosen trees and set 

about building their stick nests. 

Not only birds and flowers stir as spring approaches.  In the ponds and bogs frogs, newt and 

toads come out of hibernation and set off for their breeding sites.  The croaking of frogs and 

the yelping sound of excited toads are part of the soundscape of spring as much as bird song, 

and frog spawn is the sign that children look for.  

The insects also stir. The first butterflies to appear are usually those which have hibernated as 

adults, but by May the first orange tip butterflies are on the wing to sip the nectar of the ladies' 

smocks. There are many species of small insects, flies and midges among them which emerge 

early to avoid the crowds and exploit the early spring flowers. The Chironamids or dancing 

midges are a sign of spring as clouds of them hover and dance in shafts of spring sunshine. 

Among the mammals foxes and badgers will have cubs underground ready to emerge and 

take advantage of the food available in late spring and summer. Hedgehogs will emerge from 

hibernation in gardens and look for mates. 

Despite the cold and the snow, life is stirring and the sap is rising in the trees. The strong sun 

mercilessly shows up the dust and prompts in us that sure sign of spring- the urge to spring 

clean!                                                                        Rosemary Green  



6 

TRY THE POETRY OF THE PSALMS THROUGH LENT 

 

Psalm 24, The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world and all 

that dwell therein 

Psalm 138 When I called you answered me; you increased my strength 

within me. 

Psalm 18 I love you O Lord my strength, O Lord my crag, my fortress 

my deliverance 

At the moment it is difficult, as people of faith to find a language for 

the soul and a way of communicating that is plausible and trustwor-

thy. It is a challenge to keep the rumour of God alive that is magnetic 

to mystery, rather than dismissive and there is clearly a lot of bad reli-

gion around which makes you understand what all the atheists and 

cynics are on about. Even when you have serious people looking for 

authentic paths of spirituality at the moment they don't think of the 

church because, ironically the church seems too secular, too much 

what we are trying to escape from; the bureaucracy, the compromises, 

the self-righteous distance, the structures and strictures and clichéd 

language.  So wrote Mark Oakley in his book The Splash of Words. 

The poetry of the psalms whether in King James or modern English 

can lead our imagination and our, unable to be articulated  longings 

and supplications to touch something of the mystery of the Divine. 

Poetry can do the same and, combined with our fortunate access  to 

some beautiful landscapes can answer a yearning that many of us feel 

to find new ways of expression in good times and bad.  

This extract from a poem by  R..S. Thomas  might lead you to explore 

his poetry: 

They laid this stone trap  

for him, enticing him with candles, 

as though he would come like some huge moth 

out of the darkness to beat there. 

Ah, he had burned himself 

before in the human flame 

and, escaped, leaving reason  

torn. He will not come any more  
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to our lure. Why, then, do I kneel still 

striking my prayers on a stone 

heart? Is it in hope one 

of them will ignite yet and throw 

on its illuminated walls the shadow 

of someone greater than I can understand? 
 

R.S. Thomas once wrote " In this mechanised and impersonal age, an 

analytic and critical one; an age which, under a hard gloss of afflu-

ence, there can be detected the murmuring of a starved heart and an 

uneasy spirit"  

Many people we meet say they are spiritual but not religious, seeking 

but not finding what they are looking for in organised religion. Maybe 

the psalms and poets like  R.S. Thomas  will help us to connect with a 

language which leads us to listening and waiting for God along with 

all the other seekers. Maybe, with them we will come to a deeper un-

derstanding of God and of each others struggles to make sense of it 

all.                                                                                      

                                                                                                  NUCLEAR   

by R.S. Thomas 

It is not that he can't speak; 

who created languages 

but God? Nor that he won't; 

to say that is to imply 

malice. It is just that 

he doesn't, or does so at times 

when we are not listening, in 

ways we have yet to recognise 

as speech. We call him the dumb 

God with effrontery beyond 

pardon. Whose silence so eloquent 

as his? What word so explosive 

as that one Palestinian  

Word with the endlessness of its fall-out? 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

The Lay Representatives and Secretaries from the three Wigtownshire 

Episcopal churches met with the Dean last December. He confirmed 

that the Diocese wished to keep the present rectory. It will serve as a 

home for our next priest who will be a full time priest serving the 

churches of St. Johns Stranraer, St. Ninians Portpatrick and All Saints. 

The Diocese will pay half her/his fulltime stipend and the three 

churches between them will have to find the other fifty percent. The 

three treasurers have met and agreed that each church should pay an 

equal amount towards this cost. St. Ninians say that they will be una-

ble to pay their 

share and are look-

ing for extra support 

from the Diocese. 

The treasurers sent 

their submission  to 

the Diocese together 

with a request that 

consideration be 

given to a Travel 

Grant which would 

relieve some finan-

cial cost from each church. The priest claims an allowance for the 

miles he drives which in our area of the Rhinns and Machars, and be-

yond, comes to thousands of miles especially if hospital visits to Dum-

fries or Ayr are included. 

Each Charge has now sent their individual profiles comprising things 

like the style of worship, the amenities in the area and the services etc. 

to the Dean.  We have suggested to the other two churches that we 

meet informally just to discuss what sort of person we are all looking 

for. We also think it would be useful to be able to discuss how things 



      

February 

2/3 Kathryn 

9/10 Jackie 

16/17 Rosemary 

23/24  Anne 

we can see  how it is going. This was not easy to do under the last ar-

rangement called," A Memorandum of Agreement" which left us only 

talking about money matters. 

Canon Audrey O'Brien Stewart came to visit and had a good chat to 

everyone. She was full of enthusiasm for the warmth of the congrega-

tion and agreed with them that the church heating is inadequate. She 

said she nearly dropped the wafers at Communion as her fingers were 

so cold. She also understood the challenges ( modern word for diffi-

culties!) that our isolated church building presented when it came to 

using our new area at the back for mission outreach. The vestry and 

M.A.P. group took her to lunch at the Clansman in Port William so she 

could experience for herself the distances travelled to church for ser-

vices, cleaning, meetings, flower arranging etc. She gave us all a new 

spurt of energy and I think we all felt she was on our side and was go-

ing to support any ideas that we came up with. 

The ball is now back in the Dean's court and it should not be too long 

before we can at last advertise for a new priest! Pray hard and watch 

this space!                                                     Veronica Almgill Lay. Rep. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Rota—Any prob-
                  

March 

2/3 Joan 

No more flowers  

During Lent 
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When I say… ‘I am a Christian’ by Maya Angelou 

 

When I say ‘I am a Christian’ 

I’m not shouting ‘I’m clean living.’ 

I’m whispering ‘I was lost, 

Now I’m found and forgiven.’ 
 

When I say ‘I’m a Christian’ 

I don’t speak of this with pride. 

I’m confessing that I stumble 

And need Christ to be my guide. 
 

When I say ‘I’m a Christian’ 

I’m not trying to be strong. 

I’m professing that I’m weak 

And need His strength to carry on. 
 

When I say ‘I’m a Christian’ 

I’m not bragging of success. 

I’m admitting I have failed 

And need God to clean my mess. 
 

When I say ‘I’m a Christian 

I’m not claiming to be perfect, 

My flaws are far too visible 

But, God believes I am worth it. 
 

When I say ‘I’m a Christian 

I still feel the sting of pain. 

I have my share of heartaches 

So I call upon His name. 
 

When I say I’m a Christian 

I’m just a simple sinner 

Who received God’s good grace,  

somehow. 

 



 
Did you know this newsletter  and our weekly pew sheets are available 0n 

line ? Along with special updates of events and services so why not visit 

OUR WEBSITE www.allsaintschalloch.wordpress.com 
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SERVICES AT CHALLOCH (unless otherwise stated) 

for FEBRUARY/MARCH 2019  

Date Time Service 

Sunday 3rd February 

Candlemas 

10,30am Choral Matins led by Rosemary 

  3.00pm Reserved Sacrament@ Whithorn Priory 

Led by Anne 

Tuesday 5th February 10.30am Reserved Sacrament led by Veronica 

1970 Liturgy 

Sunday 10th February 

Epiphany 5 

 10.30am Eucharist  with  Robin Whitehead  &     

David deVerney       

Sunday 17th February 

Septuagesima 

10.30 am 

 

Reserved Sacrament led by Anne 

 

Thursday 21st February 10.30am Reserved Sacrament led by Margaret 

Sunday 24th February 

Second before Lent 

 9.00am 

10.30am 

Reserved Sacrament led by Rosemary 

Eucharist led by Revd John Martin 

Sunday  3rd March 10,30am Choral Matins led by Rosemary 

  3.00pm Reserved Sacrament@ Whithorn Priory 

Wednesday 6th March 

Ash Wednesday 

10.30am Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 

Revd Scott McColl 

Sunday 10th March 

Lent 1 

 9.00am 

10.30am 

Reserved Sacrament led by Rosemary 

Eucharist 

Sunday  17th March 

Lent 2 

10.30am To be arranged see pew sheet or website 

Sunday 24th March 

Lent 3 

10.30am To be arranged see pew sheet or website 

Thursday 28th March 10.30am To be arranged see pew sheet or website 

Sunday 31st March 

Mothering Sunday 

10.30am To be arranged see pew sheet or website 

http://www.allsaintschalloch.wordpress.com/


Priest In Charge     Vacant 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Veronica Almgill 

Worship Leader Liz Barfoot 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Gerry Ewan 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Jenni Gray 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic  

Assistant/Sacristan 

Rosemary Green 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Margaret Turner 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Anne Yate 

Eucharistic Assistant Janet Hughes 

Sacristan/ Peoples Warden Brenda Brookes 

Sacristan Julie Obey 

Secretary Margaret Turner 

Treasurer Paul Ewan 

Gift Aid Secretary Jackie Shuttleworth 

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Anne Yate 

Cleaning Co-ordinator Lynne Wright 

Lay Representative Veronica Almgill 

Alt, Lay Representative Kathryn Ambler 

Flower Organiser Anne Yate 

People’s Warden Brenda Brookes 

  Who’s Who at Challoch 
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