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FINDING CHRISTMAS IN THE BIBLE 

 

Where do our well-loved stories and traditions come from? Can we 
find them in the Bible? 

Margie Tolstoy invites us to explore their origins together on Wednes-
day 5th December 2 pm and Wednesday 19th December 2 pm 

Address: Old Station House, Station Rd. Wigtown. 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 

SPECIAL SERVICES IN DECEMBER 2018 AND JANUARY 2019 

 

Sunday 23rd December 10.30 am  we shall have a Christmas Carol Ser-
vice with readings, there will not be a Eucharist that day. 

 

Christmas Day There will be a service of  Holy Communion  

with carols  

 

Sunday 6th January The Feast of the Epiphany We will welcome Can-
on John Everest from Worcester. He will lead Sung Eucharist and 

there will not be a Matins service or a service at Whithorn 

 

Sunday 20th January 2019 Canon Audrey O'Brien Stewart who is the 
Canon Missioner for our Diocese will celebrate the Eucharist and will 
then meet with the whole congregation over refreshments to discuss 

our outreach into the community and ways in which our newly refur-
bished church can be used to serve our area. After this she will speak 

with the Vestry and the MAP Group over lunch. Please try to be at this 
service to give her your views. 



 

Services for Christmas  
And New Year 

 

Sunday 23rd December 

10.30am Carol Service with readings 

By candlelight 

 

Tuesday 25th December Christmas Day 

10.30am  
 

Sunday 30th December 

9.00am Reserved Sacrament 

10.30am Eucharist  

led by Revd David DeVerney 
 

Sunday 6th January Epiphany 

10.30am Eucharist  

led by Canon John Everest  

from Worcester Cathedral 
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St Stephen Feast day 26th December        
 

Born: 5 AD   Died: 34 AD, Jerusalem, Israel 

 

Traditionally the first martyr of Christianity, was according to the Acts of the 
Apostles a deacon in the early church at Jerusalem who aroused the enmity of 
members of various synagogues by his teachings. Saint Stephen was one of the 
first deacons of the Christian Church and the first Christian martyr. 

Stephen is believed to have been a Greek Jew who converted to Christianity. At 
the time there was much confusion over the distribution of alms and the serving 
of the poor. Stephen's trustworthy character marked him out, and he was chosen 
as one of the seven deacons who would perform this task. An excellent and well 
trusted orator, his preaching style was so effective that many Jews became wor-
ried about his success. They accused him of blasphemy and he was made to stand 
trial. 

 

Trial and death by stoning 

At the supreme Jewish law court, the Sanhedrin, Stephen recounted the many 
mercies that God had given the children of Israel, and the ungrateful way in 
which they had repaid Him. He accused them of murdering Jesus, whose com-
ing, he said, had been foretold by Moses. This angered the crowd and he was 
dragged out onto the streets. He was then stoned to death according to the law at 
that time, an event witnessed by St Paul.  

 

He is believed to have been initially buried in a grave to the north of Jerusalem, 
but this body was exhumed and moved to a new grave outside the Damascus 
Gate. This is where the stoning is believed to have taken place. 

Stephen is the patron saint of deacons, headaches, horses, coffin makers, and ma-
sons. He is often represented carrying a pile of rocks or with rocks on his head. St 
Stephen's Day is 26th December and it is name checked in the Christmas car-
ol Good King Wenceslas. 
 

St. John the Apostle, feast day 27th December 
 

One of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus.  He is considered the same person as John 
the Evangelist, John of Patmos and the Beloved Disciple. John's older brother was 
St. James another one of Jesus' Twelve Apostles.  John is believed to be the long-
est living apostle and the only one not to die a martyr's death. 

John was the one who reported to Jesus they had "'forbidden' a non-disciple  



5 

from casting out demons in Jesus' name." This prompted Jesus to state, "he 
who is not against us is on our side." 

John and Peter were the only two apostles sent by Jesus to make prepara-
tions for the final Passover meal, the Last Supper. During the meal, John sat 
next to Jesus, leaning on him rather than lying along the couches. 

John was the only one of the Twelve Apostles who did not forsake the Sav-
iour in the hour of His Passion. He stood faithfully at the cross when the Sav-
iour made him the guardian of His Mother. 

After the Assumption of Mary, John went to Ephesus, according to Church 
tradition. He later became banished by the Roman authorities to the Greek 
Island of Patmos; this is where he allegedly wrote the Book of Revelation. It 
is said John was banished in the late 1st century, during the reign of the Em-
peror Domitian, after being plunged into boiling oil in Rome and suffering 
no injuries. It is also said that all those who witnessed the miracle in the Col-
osseum were converted to Christianity. Emperor Domitian was known for 
his persecution of Christians. 

John is known as the author of the Gospel of John and four other books in 
the New Testament - the three Epistles of John and the Book of Revelation. 
The authorship of the Gospel is credited to the "disciple whom Jesus loved," 
and John 21:24 claims the Gospel of John is based on the "Beloved Disciple's" 
testimony. However, the true authorship has been debated on since 200. In 
his Ecclesiastical History, Eusebius states the First Epistle of John and the 
Gospel of John are agreed upon as John's. Eusebius continues to state the sec-
ond and third epistles of John are not John the Apostle's. 

In the Gospel of John, the phrase "the disciple whom Jesus loved," or "the 
Beloved Disciple" is used five times, but is not used in any other New Testa-
ment accounts of Jesus. 

St. John is called the Apostle of Charity, a virtue he had learned from his Di-
vine Master, and which he constantly inculcated by word and example. The 
"beloved disciple" died in Ephesus after AD 98, where a stately church was 
erected over his tomb. It was afterwards converted into a Mohammedan 
mosque. 

St. John is the patron saint of love, loyalty, friendships, and authors. He is 
often depicted in art as the author of the Gospel with an eagle, symbolizing 
"the height he rose to in his gospel." In other icons, he is shown looking up 
into heaven and dictating his Gospel to his disciple. 
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CHRISTMAS TIME IN INDIA WHEN WE WERE YOUNG. 
 
LIZ.  My first memory of Christmas was in Darjeeling,   Very cold and 
lots of snow and parties for children in the Mess.  Santa arrived by 
mountain pony. 
 
DAVID  First memories of Christmas 
was in the north west frontier with Af-
ghanistan.  My Mum playing the piano 
in church and lots of parties.   Freezing 
cold and lots of snow. 
 
L&D   We both went to the Lawrence 
Royal Military School in the hills near 
Simla.  There was always great excite-
ment when “Home Day” arrived and 
we were able to go home for Christmas.  There was always a Carol 
Service in the Chapel David sang in the choir in our Chapel and re-
members the “Feast” in the dorm held in The Matron's                                                                                           
quarters with lots of Indian snacks and a roaring fire of pinecones.    
 
LIZ  I can't remember any feasts but do remember our Matron had a 
fire in her sitting room and we sat on the floor and sang carols.   We 
were all so anxious to get away early in the morning that we waited 
till lights out and then stripped our beds, rolled up our mattresses and 
chattered all night.    
 
DAVID  I went home by train to Delhi,  the weather was always warm 
with almost permanent blue skies.  Christmas Eve there was always a 
great party for service children in the Red Fort.  Father Christmas ar-
rived either by elephant or an army jeep piled high with gifts you had 
asked for from Santa.  Christmas Day and Boxing Day we went to 
church.  On Boxing Day we had a party on the lawn of our house in 
the afternoon or evening.  My parents invited young service men to 
the party as many had no family in India, my older sisters certainly 
enjoyed these parties. 
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LIZ  As our Regiment was fighting in Burma, my Mother had rented a 
house 4 miles away on another hilltop so my brothers and I had to 
walk home,   It was very cold and very cramped in a little cottage.   It 
was wonderful to have home cooking but the chapped hands and chil-
blains  were not so wonderful.    We had a few, little presents but no 
party as the men were away.  My brothers went for a walk and came 
home with a little pine tree they had “found”.  We spent ages making 
paper streamers for decorations. 
 
When we were on the plains the weather was hot and we had parties 
outside as well as in the Mess. 
 
One Christmas we were in a tented camp and there was a terrible 
storm and we were flooded out.  The only place we could find some 
hot food for Christmas was in a nearby village which had a Chinese 
Restaurant.   We had a super meal of bacon and eggs.   To cheer us up 
the Regiment put on a Gymkhana 
for the families.   The officers put 
on a musical chairs game riding on 
mules.  
 
 When the music stopped they had 
to dismount and fall into a chair,  
The real fun began when they tried 
to remount.  We often had ele-
phants to bring Santa but the time we liked best was when Santa ar-
rived in a tank.   

We were thrilled that we were taken for 
rides in the tank.  The area was very rough 
with no roads and the driver got lost,   My 
eldest brother was able to guide us back to 
base 
 
Liz and David 
 

    

 



December 

No flowers  in  

Advent but 22nd—23ed  

December All Ladies 

To decorate the  

Church for Christmas 

28/29 Anne 

 

FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS:      

 

Wednesday 5th December lunch at the Barfoot’s, please let Anne 
know if you intend to be there. The subject for the January meeting 
has yet to be arranged but is most likely to be planning for the year 
ahead. 

 

 

 
 

 

Flower Rota—Any problems contact  Anne 01671 403 928 

January 

4/5 Anne 

11/12 Joan 

18/19 Julie 

25/26 Sylvia 
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News from the AGM      

 

Due to family commitments I was unable to attend this meeting so 
grateful thanks to Rosemary for taking the minutes. 

Everything ran smoothly the reports were accepted and the vestry re-
elected en bloc with one resignation from Sam Shuttleworth who also 
stood down as Treasurer. Copies of the minutes will be available 
shortly and if you wish to have them before next year  please contact 
me.  At a short Vestry meeting following the AGM Mr Paul Ewan 
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A few images from 
Sorbie Tower 

A really beautiful 

tribute  to man and 
beast who served 

 

 

In World War 1 

LEST WE FORGET 
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A Welsh carol for Epiphany 

 

Dark the night lay, wild and dreary 

Moaned the wind by Melchior's tower, 

Sad the  sage, while pondering 

O'er the doom of Judah's power: 

When behold the clouds are parted, 

Westward lo, a light gleams far! 

Now his heart's true quest has started, 

For his eyes have seen the star. 

 

Now, Lord Jesus hear our calling, 

Deep the darkness where we stray; 

How shall we, mid boulders falling, 

Know for Thine the rough hewn way? 

Lo, a light shines down to guide us 

Where Thy saints and angels are! 

Now we know Thy love beside us; 

For our eyes have seen the Star. 

 



 Did you know this newsletter  and our weekly pew sheets are available 0n 
line ? Along with special updates of events and services so why not visit 

OUR WEBSITE www.allsaintschalloch.wordpress.com 
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SERVICES AT CHALLOCH (unless otherwise stated) 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 2nd December 

Advent Sunday 

  9.00am 

10.30am 

 

Reserved Sacrament  led by Rosemary 

Matins led by M Tolstoy 

  3.00pm Reserved Sacrament @ Whithorn Priory  

Led by Jenni 

Sunday 9th December 

Advent 2 

 10.30am Eucharist  with  Revd John Martin 

Sunday 16th December 

Advent 3 

10.30 am 

 

Reserved Sacrament  

led by Margaret 

Sunday 23rd December 

Advent 4 

10.30am Carol Service with Readings by 

Candlelight led by Liz 

Tuesday 25th December 

Christmas Day 

10.30am Eucharist   

Sunday 30th December 

Christmas 1 

 9.00pm 

10.30am 

Reserved Sacrament led by Rosemary 

Eucharist  led by Revd David DeVerney 

Sunday  6th January 

Epiphany 

 10.30am Eucharist led by Canon John Everest  

NO WHITHORN SERVICE 

Sunday 13th January 

Epiphany 1 

 9.30am 

10.30am 

Reserved Sacrament led by Rosemary 

Eucharist led by Bishop Gordon 

Sunday 20th January 

Epiphany 2 

10.30am 

  

Eucharist led by Canon Audrey O’Brien Stewart 

Canon Missioner for the Diocese 

Thursday 24th January 10.30am 1980 liturgy led by Jenni 

Sunday 27th January 

Epiphany 3 

 9.00am 

10.30am 

Reserved Sacrament led by Rosemary 

Reserved Sacrament led by Gerry 

Tuesday 11th December 10.30am 1970 liturgy led by Veronica 

Thursday 20th December 10.30am Reserved Sacrament led by Margaret 



Priest In Charge     Vacant 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Veronica Almgill 

Worship Leader Liz Barfoot 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Gerry Ewan 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Jenni Gray 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic  

Assistant/Sacristan 

Rosemary Green 

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Margaret Turner 

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Anne Yate 

Eucharistic Assistant Janet Hughes 

Sacristan/ Peoples Warden Brenda Brookes 

Sacristan Julie Obey 

Secretary Margaret Turner 

Treasurer Paul Ewan 

Gift Aid Secretary Jackie Shuttleworth 

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Anne Yate 

Lay Representative Veronica Almgill 

Alt, Lay Representative Kathryn Ambler 

Flower Organiser Anne Yate 

People’s Warden Brenda Brookes 

Cleaning Co-ordinator Lynne Wright 

  Who’s Who at Challoch 

 

12 


