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For we are God’s servants, working together…

This will be my last offering in the pages of this magazine, so I will try to 
make it count as I will not have an opportunity to build on what I write, or 
correct the impression I have given.  It is something of a truism to say that 
priests come and go, but congregations stay - nonetheless it is very true.  It is 
the nature of ministry to be temporary and passing, even though many years 
may pass with the same priest, which, in my experience, is rarely a good idea.  

We should not be surprised at how often the Scriptures seem to speak into our 
current situations, after all, the books of the Bible were written by many peo-
ple, over many centuries and in very many circumstances, but each  speaks 
into their own community, in their own time, and experience of being human 
and encountering the living God.  Recently my attention has been caught by 
Paul’s relationship with the members of the church at Corinth which he 
founded.   As ever Paul has to respond to difficulties that have arisen in the 
fellowship of the church since he left and he has to remind them that ministry 
always builds on the work of others.  As Paul writes to the Corinthians, “I 
planted, Apollos watered, but it is God who gives the growth” 1 Corinthians 3.6.

Paul was addressing clear tensions which had arisen in the Corinthian church.  
It seems the Corinthians had broken into jealousy, quarrels, and party divi-
sions over preacher preferences, though only Paul and Apollos are named 
here.  Paul argues against those who thought themselves wise, mature and 
strong and says they are thinking from a human point of view.  Paul appeals 
to them to overcome their differences and become united.  The Greek word 
translated as “united” means literally to be “weave together,” the same word 
is used elsewhere to describing the mending of fishing nets.   This vivid im-
age used here can easily be missed in translation. Paul reminds them that the 
one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, for we are 
all God’s servants, working together.  Planting and watering are different 
tasks but only God gives the growth.  The emphasis is mine, but I think Paul 
would approve.  Though different leaders have may have different roles, they 
all have a common purpose.”  Literally the Greek reads “they are one.”  There 
is no distinction.  There is no competition.  Any growth is entirely due to 
God.  As Paul says “For we are God’s servants, working together; you are 
God’s field, God’s building.”
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In a nutshell Paul is saying to the church in Corinth, “Get over yourselves and 
get focussed on God again.”

As you will know I have a great fondness for John the Baptist and his honest 
and forthright style of preaching.  He was not afraid to call a spade a b****y 
shovel!  Above all, his mission was to be the Forerunner, the one who would 
point to the Christ and cry, “Here is the lamb of God” John 1.29.   There is altar 
triptych by Matthias Grunewald; the centre piece of which depicts John the 
Baptist pointing a rather long and bony finger at the crucified Jesus.  Apart 
from being historically inaccurate (John had been long-dead by the time of 
Jesus’ crucifixion) yet the Bap-
tist is there, still pointing unerr-
ingly to the sacrificial Lamb of 
God.  The theologian Jürgen 
Moltmann has this to say, “The 
church of the crucified was at 
first, and basically remains, the 
church of the oppressed and in-
sulted, the poor and wretched, 
the church of the people...the 
principle of fellowship is fellow-
ship with those who are different, 
and solidarity with those who 
have become alien and have 
been made different.  Its power 
is not friendship, the love for 
what is similar and beautiful... 
but creative love for what is different, alien and ugly.” It is a potent and dis-
turbing statement of what we are really about as a church.  So long as we 
keep our hearts, and our doors open, to welcome in the name of Christ those 
who are different from us we will be fulfilling God’s call on our lives togeth-
er.

On behalf of Lesley and myself I thank you all for the friendship and support 
offered to us in the time we have been with you.  Let me close with Paul’s 
Prayer for the Philippians (1.3-11); “I thank my God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, be-
cause of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
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Isenheim Altarpiece by Matthias Grüne-
wald (1512-1516) in the Monastery of St. 

Anthony.
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All Saints Church Challoch
Annual General Meeting

Notice is given that the AGM will be held

In Church on

Sunday 22nd October 2017

immediately after the Eucharist 

to be held at 10.00am 

there will be NO 9.00am service that day.

Only persons on the Communicant Roll 

Are able to take part in any votes that may be 
held. So if you are eligible please make sure 

your name is on that list.

This will also be Michaels last service at 

Challoch so light refreshments 

will be served 

after the 
AGM.
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Answers to last months quiz

1 Georgie Porgie pudding and pie

2 Curly locks, curly locks

3 How many miles to Bethlehem?

4 Ding dong bell

5 Hickety pickety my black hen

6 The lion and the unicorn were fighting for the crown

7 Yankee Doodle went to town

8 Doctor Foster went to Gloucester

9 Four and twenty tailors

10 Hey diddle diddle

11 There was an old woman

12 Old Mother Hubbard

13 Baa baa black sheep

14 Wee Willy Winky ran through the town

15 Jack and Jill went up the hill

16 Goosey Goosey Gander

17 Twinkle twinkle little star

18 Little Jack Horner

19 Little Polly Flinders sat among the cinders

20 Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall
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Bishop Gregor’s Pilgrimage to Whithorn 

Saturday 2nd September

Started with Bishop Gregor celebrating a Eucharist at 
the Catholic Church of St. Martin Whithorn.

After the service the pilgrims had a 
choice of continuing the pilgrim-
age to the cave of St Ninian (not 
something for the faint hearted) or 
a visit to the Whithorn Trust with a 
guided tour of the newly construct-
ed Replica Round House, followed 
by tea in the visitor centre tea 
room.

The weather was kind to the pilgrims com-
ing from all parts of the diocese, after a 
week of showers and every one seemed to 
enjoy the rich heritage that Whithorn has 
to offer.
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PILGRIMAGE     by R S Thomas

There is an island there is no going
to but in a small boat the way

the saints went, travelling the gallery
of the frightened faces of

the long-drowned, munching the gravel
of its beaches. So I have gone
up the salt lane to the building

with the stone altar and the candles
gone out ,and kneeled and lifted
my eyes to the furious gargoyle

of the owl that is like a god
gone small and resentful. There

is no body in the stained glass window
of the sky now. Am I too late?
Were they too late also, those

first pilgrims? He is such a fast 
God, always before us and

leaving as we arrive.
There are those here

not given to prayer, whose office
is the blank sea that they say daily,

What they listen to is not
hymns but the slow chemistry of the soil

that turns saints' bones to dust,
dust to an irritant of the nostril.
There is no time on this island.

The swinging pendulum of the tide
has no clock; the events

are dateless. These people are not
late or soon; they are just

here with only the one question
to ask, which life answers
by being in them. It is I

who ask. Was the pilgrimage
I made to come to my own
self, to learn that in times

like these and for one like me
God will never be plain and
out there, but dark rather and

inexplicable, as though he were in here?



October

30/9-1/10 Jackie

7/8 Anne

14/15 Kris

21/22 Julie

28/29 Veronica

Sunday 17th September

The Annual Ecumenical Service was held at Cruggleton Kirk. A 
beautiful little ancient kirk situated in a field set 
back from the road with no electricity or heat-
ing, so wellies and a torch are defiantly re-
quired, this service is essential for the church to 
remain consecrated

Flower Rota—Any problems contact  Anne 01671 403 928

November

4/5 Rosemary

11/12 Anne

18/19 Joan

25/26 Kathryn
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Did you know this newsletter  and our weekly pew sheets are availa-
ble 0n line ? Along with special updates of events and services so 
why not visit

OUR WEBSITE www.allsaintschalloch.wordpress.com

www.allsaintschalloch.wordpress.com
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CHURCH RENOVATIONS

On Monday 18th September we started an ambitious renovation of the 
church.

A complete re-wire long overdue.

A new heating system, hopefully meaning goodbye to a cold church.

A new sound system more fit for the 21st century, which will enable us to 
record services which can be put on line for those who cannot get to church. 

The creation of an open space at the rear for holding small meetings, or hav-
ing a coffee and chat after the service.

This has required the removal of a small section of pews, a basic kitchen will 
be tastefully installed with sink, dishwasher, and cupboards.

This area will be carpeted .

The work is planned to take 4 weeks and if this time scale is achieved the 
works will be completed before the Annual General Meeting.

The contractors are working hard to achieve this but they are aware that ser-
vices are still being held on Sundays and on  Sunday the  24th we had our 
harvest festival and a baptism, which went very well.



CHALLOCH   FELLOWSHIP

Wednesday 11th October 2 pm We meet at Marjie Tolstoys home Old Station 
House, Harbour Road, Wigtown. Interesting facts about the Reformation and 
afternoon tea.

Wednesday 8th November 2 pm Craft at Anne Yate's Sunnybrae Fairway 
Drive Minigaff

Wednesday 6th December 2 pm at David and Liz Barfoot's home, .Souters 
Croft, Carsluith

Bring a book and food to share. All are welcome and most queries can be an-
swered by Anne Yate or Julie Obey
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A hymn for harvest

Sing to the Lord of harvest,

Sing songs of love and praise;

With joyful hearts and voices

Your alleluyas raise;

By Him the rolling seasons

In fruitful order move,

Sing to the Lord of harvest

A song of happy love.

By Him the clouds drop fatness,

The deserts bloom and spring,

The hills leap up in gladness,

The valleys laugh and sing;

He filleth with His fullness

All things with large increase,

He crowns the year with goodness,

With plenty and with peace.

Heap on His sacred altar

The gifts his goodness gave,

The golden sheaves of harvest,

The souls He died to save.

Your hearts lay down before Him,

When at His feet ye fall

And with your lives adore Him,

Who gave His life for all.

J Mansell 1813-78



SERVICES AT CHALLOCH (unless otherwise stated)

for OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017

Date Time Service

Sunday 1st October

Trinity 16

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved sacrament

Matins
3.00pm Eucharist at Whithorn Priory

Sunday 8th October

Trinity 17

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Eucharist

Sunday 15th October

Trinity 18

St Teresa of Avila

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Thursday 19th October 10.30am Reserved Sacrament

Sunday 22nd October

Trinity 19

AGM

10.00am

NO 9.00am 

Service

Sung Eucharist  - followed by the

Annual General Meeting  and 

Michaels leaving  do!!

Sunday  29th October

Trinity 20

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament
Sunday 5th November

Trinity 21

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved sacrament

Matins
3.00pm Reserved Sacrament@ Whithorn Priory

Sunday 12th November

REMEMBERANCE 
SUNDAY

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Eucharist

Sunday 19th November

Trinity 23

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Thursday 23rd November 10.30am Reserved Sacrament

Sunday 26th November

Trinity 24

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Eucharist



Priest In Charge     Revd. Michael Buchanan Hills

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Veronica Almgill

Worship Leader Liz Barfoot

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Gerry Ewan

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Jenni Gray

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic 

Assistant/Sacristan

Rosemary Green

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Margaret Turner

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Anne Yate

Sacristan/ Peoples Warden Brenda Brookes

Sacristan Julie Obey

Secretary Margaret Turner

Treasurer Sam Shuttleworth

Property Convenor

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Anne Yate

Lay Representative Veronica Almgill

Alt, Lay Representative Kathryn Ambler

Flower Organiser Anne Yate

Priest’s Warden David Barfoot

People’s Warden Brenda Brookes

Who’s Who at Challoch
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