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The Curious incident of the dog in the night time…
Recently the Scottish Episcopal Church’s decision to celebrate same-sex mar-
riage in church has led a number of people to want to know more about the  
interested people to get together to explore the issues behind this change.    
We looked at how issues of sexuality in the Church had been understood bib-
lically, historically and in relation to contemporary society.  It would not be 
possible to fully describe the topics we talked about but what follows are 
some of my personal recollections.  

For many, many generations gay and lesbian people have had a significant, 
often un-recognised and certainly under-valued role within the church.  But 
the real issue facing us today is whether the church should continue to treat 
same-sex couples differently when it comes to marriage before God.  For 
some people this is based on a biblical understanding of marriage as being 
only between a man and a woman and the teaching of the church which has 
traditionally regarded homosexual acts as “sinful”.  We need to be careful 
about how we read such texts.   In the Bible if we were to keep the Hebrew 
laws on sexual relations, which are firmly set in the context of an ancient pa-
triarchal society, today we would have: 

Polygamy (many wives) and concubinage (a woman living with a man out-
side marriage) both regularly practiced without condemnation.

Prostitution as natural and necessary to safeguard the virginity of brides and 
the property rights of husbands (Gen. 38.12-19; Josh. 2.1-7).

A man could not commit adultery against his own wife; he could only com-
mit adultery against another man by sexually using the other’s wife. 

A bride found not to be a virgin was to be stoned to death (Deut. 22.13-21).

If a married man died childless, his widow was required to conceive by his 
eldest brother, or by subsequent brothers to maintain the family line.

There are a handful of New Testament texts that seem to oppose same-sex 
marriage.  Most often cited is the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans (1:26-
27): For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women 
exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, and in the same way also the 
men, giving up natural intercourse with women, were consumed with passion 
for one another.  Men committed shameless acts with men and received in 
their own persons the due penalty for their error.  The problem is that Paul 
would have regarded such same-sex relations as an expression of excessive 

2



Sexual behaviour by heterosexuals.  Paul would have been totally unaware of 
the distinction between sexual orientation, over which one has no choice, and 
sexual behaviour, over which one does.  Our contemporary concepts of sexu-
al orientation or same-sex committed relationships lie very many centuries 
into the future.  Homosexuality was largely an invention of the Victorians 
who set about criminalising all such behaviour.  This is dramatically illustrat-
ed in the trial of Oscar Wilde for gross indecency with a man and his sentenc-
ing to two years imprisonment with hard labour.  Paul would have had no 
such world-view; he has many vital, spirit-filled lessons to teach us, but all 
his writings cannot be held as having equal claim on our lives today.

Historically the Church was not involved in marriage as a romantic ideal; ra-
ther it was seen as the means of ordering a successful transfer of property be-
tween wealthy families and to secure nations.  It was not until the 12th century 
that notions of mutual love grew as an important aspect.  By the 18th century 
the state began to be involved and in1860 various Acts of Parliament fully 
moved marriage regulation into the hands of the State.  The Anglican 
Church’s liturgy reveals a growing understanding of the primary purpose of 
marriage being the “procreation of children” and as a “remedy against sin” to 
a wider understanding that the couple may “know each other in love, and, 
through the joy of their bodily union, may strengthen the union of their hearts 
and lives”. The procreation of children is something that “may” bless the cou-
ple; it is no longer a key purpose of marriage.  The primary focus of marriage 
shifts to the right relationship between the couple.

In Conan Doyle’s Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes the great detective refers “to 
the curious incident of the dog in the night-time.”  A bemused policeman 
points out that “The dog did nothing in the night-time.” Holmes replies: “That 
was the curious incident.”   Throughout the gospels Jesus says nothing at all 
about same-sex relations or relationships.  He has not a single word of judg-
ment. What Jesus condemns are attitudes and actions rooted in selfishness, 
prejudice, greed, and intolerance.  Jesus insists we must treat others in the 
way we would want to be treated.  Jesus challenges us all to question our rela-
tionships in light of commitment, fidelity, honesty, responsibility and love.  
Do committed same sex couples meet this test?

With my prayers that you may have a restful and peaceful summer,

Michael
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Saint Ninian Feast day 16th September

The earliest mention of Ninian of Whithorn is in a short passage of The Ec-
clesiastical History of the English People by the Northumbrian monk Bede in 
ca. 731. 

Tradition holds that Ninian was a Briton who had studied in Rome, that he 
established an episcopal see at the Candida Casa in Whithorn, that he named 
the see for Saint Martin of Tours, that he 
converted the southern Picts to Christiani-
ty, and that he is buried at Whithorn. Vari-
ations of the story add that he had actually
met Saint Martin, that his father was a 
Christian king, and that he was buried in a 
stone sarcophagus near the altar of his 
church. Further variations assert that he 
left for Ireland, and died there in 432. 
Dates for his birth are derived from the 
traditional mention of Saint Martin, who 
died in 397.

Dedications to St Ninian
Dedications to Saint Ninian are expres-
sions of respect for the good works that 
are attributed to him, and the authenticity of the stories about him are not rel-
evant to that point. Almost all of the dedications have their origins in the me-
dieval era.

The dedications are found throughout the lands of the ancient Picts of Scot-
land, throughout Scotland south of the Firths of Clyde and Forth, in Orkney
and Shetland, and in parts of northern England.

Dedications on the Isle of Man date from the time of medieval Scottish domi-
nance, and are not natively inspired.

There are dedications to St. Ninian in East Donegal and Belfast; and a spot 
formerly on the shore of Belfast Lough was traditionally known as St. Nin-
ian's point, where the missionary reputedly landed after a voyage from Scot-
land. These connections reflect a strong Ulster-Scots heritage in both areas of 
Ulster.

There are also dedications elsewhere in the world where there is a Scottish 
heritage, such as Nova Scotia. St. Ninian's Cathedral is located in Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia.
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The Reverend Michael Buchanan Hills

As many of you may have heard Michael will be leaving us on 31st Octo-
ber.

The Vestry were very sorry to receive his resignation as we have valued 
his ministry and leadership. Next month we will give details of  the ar-
rangements that will have been made for the vacancy. 

Meanwhile we all wish Michael and Lesley a happy retirement and good 
wishes for their future.

Further update on the alterations to the Church. 

Tenders  have  been  received  but the  Diocesan  architect  is  querying  
some of  the items  in  each of  the tenders. The  final  decision as  to 
which  tender is  accepted  will  be  taken  by  the  Vestry  when  these  
details  have  been  resolved.

Fund Raising Events

Anne & Julie’s Open Gardens Day raised £120 
for Funds.
Also Jackie & Sam’s Open Day raised £280. Grateful thanks to 
them for all their efforts and to those who supported these 
events.
Unfortunately it is a fact of that we need events like these for 
our General Account and to date there are no further events in 
the diary. So if you have any ideas how you can help, or some-
thing you would like to try please do tell any Vestry member, 
and remember as the saying goes “Every little helps”.
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Retired
Not to worry myself any more

if I am out of step, fallen behind.
Let the space probes continue;

I have a different distance to travel.

Here I can watch the night sky,
listen to how one grass blade
grates on another as member

of a disdained orchestra

There are no meetings to attend
now other than those nocturnal
gatherings, whose luminaries

fell silent millennia ago.

No longer guilty of wasting 
my time, I take my place 

by a lily-flower, believing 
with Blake that when God comes

He comes sometimes by way
Of the nostril. My failure, perhaps, 

was to  have no sense of smell 
for the holiness for the holiness suspiring from forked humans.

1 count over the hours put by 
for repentance, pulling thought's buildings 

down to make way for the new,
fooling myself with the assurance

that when he occurs it is as the weather 
of prayer's forecast, never with all 
the unexpectedness of his body's 

lightning, naked upon a cross.

R.S. Thomas
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Alistair puts in the miles for RNLI

Still  running  in  his  mid-70s,  Alistair  Barnett,  who  lives  
near  Newton  Stewart,  has  completed  his  third  annual spon-
sored run for RNLI funds.
He  visited  Portpatrick  Lifeboat  station  to  deliver  a  cheque  
for  £687  to  the  branch  relief  coxswain  Alex  Rintoul,  ac-
companied  by  Peter  Walker  and  Gordon Baird Chairman. 
Unfortunately  the  full  crew were  attending a cliff  incident  
and  couldn’t  be  there,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
Alistair  will  return  when  the  crew  are  ale  to  offer  a  trip 
around the boat. He is one of  the  many  members of  the  public  
who  make  personal  efforts  to  support  the RNLI. Other exam-
ples include the staff at Portpatrick Lifeboat shop, all volunteers 
who make Portpatrick shop the second highest earning lifeboat 
shop in Scotland.

(reprinted from the Galloway Gazette)

Alistair is a member of the choir at Challoch and does a lot to support this 
and other chari�es.



August

5/6 Anne

12/13 Kris

19/20 Julie

26/27 Veronica

Harvest Festival

We  will  have  our  Harvest  Festival  in  
Church  on Sunday  24th  of  September and  
the  ladies who do the flowers  for us  week  
in  week out really  do  like  to  go to town 
decorating the church for this day.

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  week  fol-
lowing  the  Harvest  Festival  during  the  Wigtown  Book  Festival   the  

church  will  be  open  between  1.00pm-4.00pm  to  
welcome visitors who would like to have a place of   
peace  and  quietness  to  contemplate  in  our  beauti-
fully decorated church

Volunteers are needed to welcome people during these 
times if you are able to help please add your name to 
the rota in the porch.

Flower Rota—Any problems contact  Anne 01671 403 928

September

2/3 Rosemary

9/10 Joan

16/17Kathryn

FRIDAY 22nd Harvest

All ladies please
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Quiz about Nursery Rhymes

The initials of the first line

1. G P P A P…………….

2. C L C L……………….

3. H M M T B………….

4. D D B …………………

5. H P M B H …………..

6. T L A T U W F F T C …….

7. Y D W T T ………………..

8. D F W T G …………………..

9. F A T T 

10. H D D ……………………

11. T W A O W W L I A S 

12. O M H W T H C…………….

13. B B B S……………………..

14. W W W R T T T ………….

15. J A J W U T H …………….

16. G G G …………………….

17. T T L S …………………….

18. L J H …………………….

19. L P F S A T C ………….

20. H D S O A W……………

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH
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Christion Fellowship

Wednesday 13th September 2.00pm 

at 

Marjie Tolstoy the Old Station House, Wigtown

Subject to be decided.

Saturday 2nd September

Mid –day  at St. Martin & St Ninian’s Church, where the Eucharist 
will be celebrated. 

After lunch either in the museum tea room a packed lunch you have 
brought, the options will be to explore the Whithorn Museum and 
Iron-age Roundhouse, or for the hardy, to scramble over the rocky 
beach to St Ninian’s cave, before 
leaving for home about 4.30 pm.
Situated only 4 miles from Whithorn 
Abbey, it is believed that this small 
sea cave was a retreat of St. Ninian, 
Scotland's first saint. 
Local tradition has it that St. Ninian 
used this quiet and secluded spot as a 
place of solitude and retreat. From 
the early Middle Ages onwards, the cave became a place of pilgrim-
age.

During an excavation of the site, many Christian symbols including 
carved headstones and crosses from the 10th and 11th centuries were 
found beneath the collapsed roof. These are now displayed in the Pri-
ory Museum at Whithorn. In addition, many more symbols, especially 
crosses can be found in and outside the cave, carved into the rock.

Today the cave is still the destination of an annual pilgrimage for 
Christians.

The pilgrimage is open to everyone, so please bring a friend and 
spread the word.



SERVICES AT CHALLOCH (unless otherwise stated)

for AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

Date Time Service

Sunday 8th August

Trinity 7

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved sacrament

Matins

3.00pm Eucharist at Whithorn Priory

Sunday 13th August

Trinity 8

9.00am

10.30am

Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist

Sunday 20th August

Trinity 9

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Thursday 24th August 10.30am Reserved Sacrament

Sunday 27th August

Trinity 10

9.00am

10.30am

Reserved Sacrament

Sung Eucharist

Sunday  3rd September

Trinity 11

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved sacrament

Matins

3.00pm Eucharist at Whithorn Priory

Sunday 10th September

Trinity 12t

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Eucharist

Sunday 17th September

Trinity 13

9.00am

10.30am

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Eucharist from Reserved Sacrament

Thursday 21st September 10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 24th September

Harvest Festival

9.00am

10.30am

Holy Communion

Eucharist

The Revd John Martin will be taking the services on the 13th and 27th Au-
gust while Michaels on holiday. 



Priest In Charge     Revd. Michael Buchanan Hills

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Veronica Almgill

Worship Leader Liz Barfoot

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Gerry Ewan

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Jenni Gray

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic 

Assistant/Sacristan

Rosemary Green

Worship Leader/Eucharistic Assistant Margaret Turner

Worship Leader/Pastoral & Eucharistic Assistant Anne Yate

Sacristan/ Peoples Warden Brenda Brookes

Sacristan Julie Obey

Secretary Margaret Turner

Treasurer Sam Shuttleworth

Property Convenor

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Anne Yate

Lay Representative Veronica Almgill

Alt, Lay Representative Kathryn Ambler

Flower Organiser Anne Yate

Priest’s Warden David Barfoot

People’s Warden Brenda Brookes

Who’s Who at Challoch
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